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tablishing democracy where it does not exist, seems a dubious
expedient if democracy, in spite of its faults, is recognized as
the best practicable form of government; but in certain cases,
for example where there has been infringement of some im-
portant right such as free speech, it may be justifiable. The
second of the above uses of the strike, for the fundamental
change of the economic system, has been made familiar by the
French Syndicalists. It seems fairly certain that, for a con-
siderable time to come, the main struggle in Europe will bfc
between capitalism and some form of Socialism, and it is
highly probable that in this struggle the strike will play a great
part. To introduce democracy into industry by any other
method would be very difficult. And the principle of group
autonomy justifies this method so long as the rest of the com-
munity opposes self-government for industries which desire it.
Direct action has its dangers, but so has every vigorous form
of activity. And in our recent realization of the importance
of law we must not forget that the greatest of all dangers to a
civilization is to become stereotyped and stagnant. From this
danger, at least, industrial unrest is likely to save us.

THE DOGMA OF "DIRECT ACTION"'

Only a "documented'* history of Labour movements, such
as they now produce in France, will ever tell anything like the
whole story of the movement for "direct action" in the area of
modern Socialism. All that the outsider can broadly discern is
that it is an intelligible reaction, apparently arising in France,
from the old Marxist precept of waiting for the coming So-
cialist majority and then scientifically reshaping society. So
far from hinting at "direct action/5 the original Marxist gospel
did not contemplate even a participation in any legislative meas-
ures of social reform. The faithful were simply to wait till the
inevitable worsening of things under the capitalistic system
brought about the "general overturn;" whereupon, having at-
tained their majority, the Socialists would take charge. Per-
haps the Old Guard in recent years began to contemplate a
consummation without a preface of social collapse; but they
were still merely critics of a doomed social system.
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